
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS. 

A SPIRITUALIST ON IMMORTALITY. 

Life beyond Death. Being a review of the world's belief on the sub- 
ject, a consideration of present conditions of thought and feeling leading 
to the question as to whether it can be demonstrated as a fact. By 
Minot Judson Savage, CD. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

This is a disappointing book. It 'is really an attempt to 
prove the immortality of the soul by " spiritualism," or, to 
be accurate, by the results of psychical research, because 
the author declines to rank himself as a "spiritualist" in the 
technical sense of the term. The reader is led on from 
chapter to chapter in expectation of some demonstration of 
the problem before him — the problem of life beyond death. 
But unless he is prepared to accept certain results of psy- 
chical research, as given in the appendix out of the author's 
experience, the case remains unproven. 

That the author has a strong faith in the unseen world is 
evidenced by the fact that he inserts before the preface a 
letter written to his son, who had recently died, in "the life 
beyond the grave." In this letter he says, among other 
things: " I believe you will henceforth watch over us, help 
us as you are able by preparing a place for us." The state 
of the departed is clearly one of conscious existence, and 
the spirit world is much nearer to us and its occupants are 
much more intimately interested in our welfare here than 
most people would be willing to admit. 

But how shadowy this belief is and how ephemeral the 
foundation on which it is built is seen in the fact that the 
author does not believe either in our Lord's resurrection or 
in the resurrection of the body. He has revolted from the 
mediaeval conception of purgatory, but he has missed the 
meaning of the intermediate or purely spiritual state which 
purgatory parodies. Knowing Dr. Savage's opinions, and 
his reputation in theological circles, we were not surprised 
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at this, and wish that he could have read Bishop Welldon's 
" Hope of Immortality," especially the closing chapter on 
the " Amplification of the Belief." 

There is in certain quarters to-day a disposition to accen- 
tuate the spiritual nature in man. The modern scientific 
theologian is a trichotomist. Psychology is being more and 
more closely shut up to its proper sphere, the intellectual or 
reasoning powers, and pneumatology is taking its rightful 
place as the science of the spirit, the shrine of the ego in 
man. But between this belief and a belief in the resurrec- 
tion of the body there is no contradiction. The body is 
just as much a part of the man as the spirit. The body is 
not merely a clog on the spirit for the brief period of a hu- 
man life, and something to be discarded in "the life beyond 
death." The body is the meet companion of the spirit here, 
and is to be its companion in its glorified condition through- 
out eternity. "This body of our humiliation," St. Paul 
tells us, " is to be made like unto the body of the Saviour's 
glory." But of teaching like this our author knows nothing. 

He is at his best, perhaps, and certainly on thoroughly 
congenial ground, in his scathing and characteristic on- 
slaught upon the darkness and mechanical belief of the Mid- 
dle Ages; but even here he cannot repress his dominant im- 
pulse to break a lance with a windmill or demolish a man of 
straw, and we are not surprised, therefore, to find that his 
whole idea of the renaissance of the sixteenth century is 
that it was the beginning of the " agnostic reaction " from 
medievalism. 

We have great respect for reverent agnostics, men, for in- 
stance, like the late G. J. Romanes; but we can imagine 
the surprise of Martin Luther, or even of Melanchthon, on 
being told through some " psychic " medium that he was of 
that ilk, and we can already hear his distinct and unqualified 
disapproval " rapped " back from the spirit world. 

We were prepared for the meager Socinian Christ of the 
"Unitarian" school of thought represented by Dr. Savage, 
but we were not quite prepared to be told that there is 
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'• possibly a very wide distinction between the teaching of 
the Gospels and the real opinions of Jesus," and that: " We 
do not know who wrote Matthew, or who wrote Luke or 
Mark or John. We know nothing of any New Testament 
book — nothing certain, I mean — with the exception of a few 
of the Epistles ascribed to Paul." 

The fact is, our author is a living exponent of the individ- 
ualistic Protestantism of the renaissance which he cham- 
pions. He has " views " of his own on every conceivable 
subject. He has no respect for authority, and he glories, 
like the Irishman at Donnibrook fair, in seeing a head, that 
he may hit it. 

The book has no literary merit. The st^'le is that of the 
pulpiteer. The line of thought for which the writer is con- 
tending is put in a popular form and in a way calculated to 
catch the attention of the ordinary reader. The review of 
the world's belief on the subject of the immortality of the 
soul is colored by the agnostic individualism of the author. 
By "present conditions of thought and feeling" are meant 
simply the twofold state of eager desire to know more about 
the future and of agitation and unrest regarding it bred and 
fostered by just such irresponsible teaching as that indulged 
in by Dr. Savage and other so-called " independent think- 
ers " of the present day. 

We are not unaware of the movement which is on foot to 
establish the immortality of the soul by psychical research. 
Men holding prominent positions in our universities in this 
country are identified with it, and we are getting the benefit 
of their research. We are in sympathy, too, with the opera- 
tions of the Society for Psychical Research, and cannot 
but admire its determination to strip off everything that 
savors of fraud or falls short of real evidence. We even 
hoped for something helpful from the pen of Dr. Sav- 
age, a convert, by his own confession, to psychic con- 
nection with the spirit world, if not to " spiritism " in its best 
form; but we must sajs in all honesty, that the book before 
us is at best but a meager contribution to the subject, and 
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any good which it may have done in this direction is more 
than counterbalanced by the daring and irreverent agnosti- 
cism of the author which he delights to flaunt in the face of 
the reader. 

In the appendix we are told that for twenty-five years our 
author has been " a careful and close student of the whole 
range of psychical phenomena, so far as time and oppor- 
tunit}' have permitted." Then follows this statement: " If 
so much as a hair or a grain of sand be moved, though it be 
only the fraction of an inch, by any power which is not 
' psychical,' in the scientific s*ense, then it seems to me 
that we have crossed the Rubicon that separates our ordi- 
nary life from what is called the ' spiritual.' And if this 
movement be under the guidance of intelligence, then it de- 
mands something more than physics to account for it." 

Then come the instances, the psychic " facts," on which 
the writer builds his convictions as to the immortality of the 
soul. They are of two classes: those which have come un- 
der his own observation and those which he accepts on the 
evidence of others. The greater number are of the latter 
class, and the author has drawn freely upon a pamphlet of 
his own, called "Psychics — Facts and Theories," for his 
materials. But after all has been said, and the relative 
values of telepathy, clairvoyance, and clairaudience, and 
ghosts, or apparitions, have been discussed, we are finally 
presented with the cheering and encouraging outlook that 
" we are on the eve of discovering the other country as Co- 
lumbus discovered America.^ 

We have been following an "ignis fatuus " through the 
murky marsh — " only this and nothing more." 

R. H. Starr. 



A SCOTCH THEOLOGICAL THINKER. 

Fundamental Ideas of Christianity. By John Caird, D.D., LL.D., 
iate Principal and Vice Chancellor of the University of Glasgow. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1899. 

This book of two volumes gives us the Gifford Lectures, 



